
1887 1937 1938

1887  The Winnemem hold their 
last (public) war dance at Baird 
(now under the waters of Shasta 
Lake).  After 1887, the war dance 
and other ceremonies went under-
ground, to be held only in secret.

2002  On June 4th, Winnemem 
Wintu leaders Caleen Sisk-Franco 
and Mark Franco testify before 
Congress on sacred sites protec-
tion, and the raising of Shasta Dam 
and the catastrophic effect it will 
have on remaining sacred sites and 
ceremonial grounds still in use after 
all the years of cultural genocide.

1937  U.S. government retakes 
allotments to begin removal of 
Winnemem from the river. The 
Indian Land Acquisition Act for  
the Central Valley Project is 
introduced.
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2002  On June 4th, Winnemem 
Wintu leaders Caleen Sisk-Franco 
and Mark Franco testify before 
Congress on sacred sites protec-
tion, and the raising of Shasta Dam 
and the catastrophic effect it will 
have on remaining sacred sites and 
ceremonial grounds still in use after 
all the years of cultural genocide.

1979  Pursuant to the American 
Indian Religious Freedom Act 
(AIRFA) of 1978, Florence Jones 
receives a use permit to practice 
Winnemem ceremonies in what is 
now considered National Forest. 
This is believed to be the first  
successful use of AIRFA.

2006  Puberty Ceremony held  
on the McCloud River at a site  
that would be flooded if the dam  
height is increased.
.

2008  February, the home of the 
tribe’s leadership burns in a suspi-
cious fire. Requests for assistance 
to the BIA. HUD and other federal 
agencies are denied due to the 
tribe’s status.

1893

1893  U.S. President Grover 
Cleveland authorizes the issuance 
of land allotments of up to 160 
acres to non-reservation Indians. 
These allotments allow Winnemem 
to remain on the McCloud River.
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1889  “Wintu-Yana Petition” 
sent to President Benjamin  
Harrison. This petition will set in 
motion actions that will aid all 
California Indians to the exclusion 
of the very people who sent it.

1928 Winnemem Wintu travel 
by train from San Francisco to 
Washington, D.C. to plead for an 
investigation of their “lost treaty” 
case in the U.S. Court of Claims.

1938-1945 Construction of 
Shasta Dam. At its completion, 
 it creates the largest man- 
made reservoir in California.

1971  Toyon Center occupied by 
the Winnemem, other Wintu, and 
other outside Indian people. They 
lived there until 1989 when the 
government forced them out and 
bulldozed all their buildings and 
homes. 

1990  On June 16, Caleen Sisk-
Franco, her husband Mark Franco, 
nephew Rick Wilson and Susan Marie 
engage in a fast for acknowledge-
ment of the Winnemem’s tribal sta-
tus, under the direction of Winnemem 
spiritual and tribal leader, Florence 
Curl Jones. The fast lasts 21 days 
and is brought to a close by Senator 
Daniel Inouye’s promises to  
assist the Winnemem Wintu in  
clarifying their status.

2007  Tribal Leader Caleen 
Sisk-Franco testifies at the 
United Nation Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues about the 
US government’s failure to live up 
to its treaties, and on the cultural 
genocide of the Winnemem people.

.

1852  The U.S. Senate refuses to 
ratify the Cottonwood Treaty, and 
17 other treaties. They were filed 
under an injunction of secrecy not 
lifted until 1905.
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2004  From Sept. 12-16, 
Winnemem hold Tuna Leliit Chonas 
– Hu’p Chonas (“dance in the old 
way,” or war dance) at Shasta 
Dam to oppose the proposed  
raising of the dam and the flood-
ing of tribal cultural properties.

.
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